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Classification of Human Rights  



Human r ight s  a re  ind iv is ib le  and  inte rdependent ,  and  

the re fo re  p rec ise ly  the re  canno t  be  d iffe rent  k inds  o f human  

r ights .  Al l  human r ights  a re  equa l  in importance  and a re  inhe rent  

in  a l l  human be ings .  The  Unive rs a l Dec la ra t ion o f  Human R ights  

the re fo re  d id  not  ca tegor ize  the  d if fe rent  k inds  o f human r ight s .  

I t  s imp ly enumerated the m in d if fe rent  a r t ic les .  Howeve r,  t he  

subsequent  deve lop ments  made in the  human r ights  f ie ld  unde r  

the  Unit ed Nat ions  s ys te m make i t  c lea r  tha t  human r ights  a re  o f  

two k inds ,  viz.; (1)  C ivi l and Po l i t ica l R ight s ,  and (2 )  Econo mic ,  

Soc ia l and Cultura l R ight s .  

 

Civ il  and  P ol i t ica l  R ights  

Civi l  r ights  o r  l ibe rt ies  a re  re ferred to  thos e  r ights  

which are  re la ted to  the  p rotec t ion o f the  r ight  to  l i fe  and  

pers ona l l ibe rty.  They a re  essent ia l for  a  pers on so tha t  he  ma y 

l ive  a  d ign if ied l i fe .  Such r ight s  inc lude  r ight  to  l i fe^ l ibe rty and  

secur i ty  o f  pe rsons ,  r ight  to  pr ivacy,  ho me and co rres pondence ,  

r ight  to  own prope rty ,  f reedom fro m tor ture ,  inhuman and  



degrad ing t rea t ment ,  f reedo m of thought ,  consc ience  and re l igion  

and freedo m of move ment .  

Po l i t ica l  r ights  may be  re fe r red to  those  r ight s  w hic h 

a l low a  pers on to  par t ic ipa te  in  the  Government  o f a  S ta t e .  Thus ,  

r ight  to  vo te ,  r ight  to  be  e lec ted  a t  genuine  per iod ic  e lec t ions ,  

r ight  to  take  pa rt  in the  conduc t  o f pub l ic  a ffa irs ,  d irec t ly o r  

through chosen representa t ives  are  ins tances  o f  po l i t i c a l r ights .  

The  na ture  o f  c iv i l  and po l i t ica l  r ights  may be  d if ferent  

but  they a re  in te r -re la ted and interwoven,  and the re fore ,  it  does  

not  appear  logica l  to  d if fe rent ia te  the m.  This  reas on a lone  led to  

the  for mula t ion o f one  covenant  cover ing bo th —civi l  and  

po l i t ica l r ight s  in to  one  Covenant ,  i.e., Inte rna t iona l  Covenant  on  

C ivi l  and Po l i t ica l R ight s .  

Thes e  r ights  a re  the  r ights  o f the  f i rs t  gene ra t ion which 

der ive  pr imar i ly  fro m the  seven teenth and e ighteenth century  

re fo rmis t  theo r ies  which are  assoc ia t ed w ith the  Engl is h,  

Amer ican and French revo lut ions .  C ivi l  and  po l i t ic a l r ight s  (a ls o  



some t imes  ca l led freedom fro m)  are  the  r ights  which may be  

te r med as  nega t ive  r ights  in  the  sense  tha t  a  gove rnment  is  

required to  abs ta in  fro m do ing those  ac t iv i t ies  th a t  would vio la te  

the m.  Spec if ica l ly ,  t hes e  r ight s  pro tec t  c i t izens  fro m acts  o f  

murde r ,  to r ture ,  c rue l  and unusua l  punis hment ,  ex post facto 

legis la t ion,  the  denia l o f habeas corpus and impr isonment  w ithout  

due  lega l p rocess .  No tab le  po int  in these  r ights  is  tha t  they are  

capab le  o f  immedia te  and fu l l  r ea l iza t ion w i t h o u t  s igni f icant  

cos ts  be ing incur red.  

 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
Economic, social and cultural rights (also called 'freedom to') are 

related to the guarantee of minimum necessities of the life to human beings. In the 

absence of these rights the existence of human beings is likely to be endangered. 

Right to adequate food, clothing, housing and adequate standard of living and 

freedom from hunger, right to work, right to social security, right to physical and 

mental health and right to education are included in this category of rights. These 



rights are included in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights. 

These rights sometimes called positive rights require active 

intervention, not abstentions on the part of States. These rights are therefore 

counterpoint to the first generation of civil and political rights, with human rights 

conceived more in positive (right to) than negative (freedom from) terms. The 

enjoyment of these rights requires a major commitment of resources and therefore 

their realization cannot be immediate as in the case of civil and political rights. 

Economic, social and cultural rights are based fundamentally on the 

concept of social equality. Realization of these rights, which is generally called the 

rights of second generation has been somewhat slow in coming. They are clear 

only as general principles and not as specific rules. However they have begun to 

come of age. 

In addition to the above rights there is another kind of rights which 

may be enjoyed by individuals collectively such as right to self-determination or 

the physical protection of the group as such through the prohibition of genocide. 

Such rights are referred to collective rights. Although it is difficult to maintain 



difference between individual's rights and collective rights, it may be stated that 

while individual's rights are available to individuals of a group, collective rights are 

not available to individuals alone. They may be enjoyed by a group of individuals 

collectively. 

Although the United Nations has recognised the above two sets of 

rights in two separate Covenants, there is a close relationship between them. It has 

been rightly realised especially by the developing countries that civil and political 

rights can have no meaning unless they are accompanied by social, economic and 

cultural rights. Thus, both the categories of rights are equally important and where 

civil and political rights do not exist, there cannot be full realisation of economic, 

social and cultural rights and vice versa. The relationship of the two categories of 

rights was recognised by the International Human Rights Conference held in 1968 

which declared in the final proclamation that 

Since human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible, 

the full realization of civil and political rights without the 

enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights is 

impossible. 
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